Book Reviews 1029 the blood cells. However, the special character of this book lies in the co-ordination of the biology of the blood with general basic pathology. Development, Mature Existence, Decline, Inflammation and Neoplasia are still the same as they were in 1939 when Rohr, a pupil of Naegeli, published this work on hematology which, unlike the usual textbooks, is not centred on the peripheral blood cells but on the blood-forming tissues themselves. This is not an easy book to read but, while it demands concentratedstudy, it will reward those who make the effort. The illustrations, diagrams, index and collection of references are all up to the previous standard.
Neural Mechanisms of the Auditory and Vestibular Systems edited by Grant L Rasmussen PhD and William F Windle PhD SCD pp xiv +422 illustrated £6 6s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 The papers presented at this Symposium, held in June 1959 and organized by the U.S. Institutes of Health, comprise a series of up-to-date pronouncements, faultlessly reproduced, by some of the world's foremost authorities upon a number of basic problems, anatomical and physiological, of the mammalian cochlear and vestibular systems..! Of special interest are the contributions by von Bekesy and Hallowell Davis upon the mechanical system and electrophysiology of the cochlea; by Engstrom and Wersall upon the electron microscopy ofthe cochlear and vestibular sense organs; by Brodal and Gernandt upon the anatomy and electrophysiology of the vestibular neural pathways; by Rasmussen and Gacek upon the efferent fibres in the cochlear and vestibular nerves, and by Neff upon the role of the auditory cortex in sound discrimination. No efforts have been spared by the organizers of this Symposium and the results, so well presented in this volume, should earn them the thanks and deep interest of all who find themselves concerned with the urgent and absorbing problems of the VIII nerve system.
Essentials of Neurology by John N Walton MD MRCP pp xvii +442 illustrated 30s London: Pitman 1961
This textbook of neurology has been written primarily for senior students and practitioners and it should be of real value to them. The treatment of the subject is orthodox, excellent clinical descriptions well integrated with anatomy, physiology and biochemistry, and a short but adequate account of the morbid anatomy of the diseases described. There are two criticisms to make; too many rare neurological disorders are mentioned in passing without adequate description and the short chapter on 'disorders of the mind' might with advantage be altered in the next edition. It is of very little value to discuss the affective disorders, schizophrenia and the psychoneuroses in a few pages of a textbook of neurology and the space might be better employed in a further account of the psychiatric aspects of organic neurological disease. These, however, are minor criticisms of a first-class book, well written, well produced and reasonably priced.
Praktische Hamatologie by Prof Dr H Begemann and Dr H-G Harwerth pp xii +298 illustrated DM 33 Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1961
This book is unlikely to be useful in the Englishspeaking world. It is unbalanced, as much space being devoted to sideroblastic anwmias as to iron deficiency; it is inadequate, as for example when it dismisses acute leukaemia in childhood in the phrase 'it occurs in all age groups and is even not uncommon in children' and fails to discuss the pathogenetic mechanism of pernicious an2emia; it is even wrong, as when it states that the mortality of haemolytic transfusion reactions is about 50%, and that the treatment of choice is immediate exchange transfusion. Quantification of the infinitely variable clinical phenomena of multiple sclerosis presents formidable problems. Dr Leo Alexander of the Boston State Hospital is one of the few who have attempted their solution. The present book describes studies carried out on these lines during more than a decade. The numerical scoring of disability at periodic re-examinations has been subjected to statistical analysis in an attempt to establish patterns of natural history, to clarify prognosis and to evaluate a variety of treatments. Such work is laborious, fraught with uncertainties, and traditionally occupies a lowly place in the hierarchy of scientific investigation. It has the enormous advantage that it deals at first hand with a specifically human disease and not with its intriguing but questionable analogues in the experimental animal. As an essay in the establishment of some kind of measurement in a very confused field of natural phenomena it is courageous and not entirely unsuccessful.
The book will fascinate every worker in this special field, and should be read by all physicians with an interest in diseases of the nervous system.
